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Introduction

 
The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), Government of India, is 
implementing, with the World Bank assistance, India: Environmental 
Management Capacity Building Technical Assistance Project. An important 
component of capacity building relates to Environmental Economics. The tasks to 
be completed include:  
(a) creation and strengthening of an environmental economics and planning cell 

in the MoEF;  
(b) development of an environmental economics curriculum;  
(c) creation of a faculty upgrading programme;  
(d) development of a visiting fellows programme for environmental economics 

faculty from other countries;  
(e) development of training programmes for practising economists and non-

economists;  
(f) support to university and institute libraries;  
(g) creation of applied research in environmental economics; and  
(h) award of post-doctoral research fellowships in environmental economics. 
 
The implementation of this programme is through four core institutions -  
Madras School of Economics (MSE, the Coordinating agency);  
Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research (IGIDR);  
Institute of Economic Growth (IEG); and  
Indian Statistical Institute (ISI),  
 
as well as through a network of 13 additional interested institutions.  
 
The sub-components of the programme are designed through a network of four 
sub-committees that have divided up the work and assigned clear 
responsibilities, under the overall guidance and supervision of the  
 
Expert Committee on Environmental Economics (ECEE). 
 
It is proposed to issue quarterly newsletter beginning with January 1, 1999 
newsletter. The objective of this newsletter is to disseminate information about 
different sub-components of the programme to teachers, researchers and policy 
makers interested in environmental economics capacity building in India. 
Chairpersons of Project Units in the core institutions and sub-committees are 
requested to send information relating to their activities for inclusion in the 
newsletter two weeks before the commencement of each quarter. Suggestions 
are invited from the readers both on the contents and format of the newsletter. 
  
Expert Committee on Environmental Economics (ECEE)
The Government of India, Ministry of Environment and Forests in their order 
dated December 29, 1998 has reconstituted the ECEE with the following 
members: 
 

1 Dr.Raja J.Chelliah, Chairman, MSE – Chairman 

2 Shri Nirmal Andrews, Joint Secretary, MoEF – Member 

3 Dr.U.Sankar, Director, MSE – Member 

4 Dr.Kanchan Chopra, Professor, IEG, Delhi – Member 
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5 Dr.Jyoti Parikh, Senior Professor, IGIDR, Mumbai – Member 

6 Dr.Robin Mukherjee, Professor, ISI, Calcutta – Member 

7 Shri K.P.Niyati, Chief, Environment Division, Confederation of Indian 
Industry, New Delhi – Member 

8 Dr.T.L.Sankar, Principal, Administrative Staff College of India, Hyderabad 
- Member 

9 Shri R.K.Chandolia, Director (Plan Coordination), MoEF – Member 
Secretary 

 
The Expert Committee on Environmental Economics will meet in February 1999 
to review the work done by project units in the core institutions, the sub-
committees, and other actions taken on the recommendations of the sub-
committees, and to formulate the work plan and budget for 1999-2000. 
 
Project Units 
 
Project Units have been setup in the four core institutions: Indian Statistical 
Institute (Calcutta), Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research (Mumbai), 
Institute of Economic Growth (Delhi) and Madras School of Economics (Chennai).  
For information about activities of the project units and teaching, training and 
research programmes in the field of environmental economics in these core 
institutions please contact 
 

Dr. Robin Mukherjee, Indian Statistical Institute

203 Barrackpore Trunk Road  
Calcutta 700 035  
Tel.: 91-033-5778085, Fax: 91-033-5776680 
E.mail: robin@isical.ac.in 

Dr. Jyoti Parikh, Senior Professor

Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research  
Gen. Vaidhya Marg, Goregoan (E)  
Mumbai 400 065, Tel.: 91-022-8400919  
Fax: 91-022-8402752, 91-022-8402026, E.mail: jparikh@igidr.ac.in 

Dr. Kanchan Chopra, Professor  

Institute of Economic Growth  
University Enclave, Delhi 110 007  
Tel.: 91-011-7257288, 91-011-7257365 Extn.250  
Fax: 91-011-7257410, E.mail: kc@ieg.ernet.in

Dr.U.Sankar, Director 

Madras School of Economics, Gandhi Mandapam Road  
Chennai 600 025  
Tel.: Dir: 91-044-235 4846  
Off: 91-044–235 2157, 230 0307, 91-044–230 0304  
Fax: 91-044–235 2155, E.mail: msoe.mds@gems.vsnl.net.in
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Environmental Economics Course and Curriculum Committee (EECCC) 
 
This Committee drafted the Environmental Economics syllabi, both at 
Undergraduate and Postgraduate levels. Dr.Ramprasad Sengupta, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, has agreed to write a monograph on `Ecology and Economics’. 
Dr.Rabindra Nath Bhattacharya of Kalyani University, West Bengal, has been 
entrusted with the preparation of an undergraduate textbook in Environmental 
Economics. He has identified the potential chapter writers for the various topics 
and the work is expected to commence before the end of this financial year. 
The first Faculty Upgradation Programme for college and university teachers will 
be held at the Institute of Economic Growth (IEG), Delhi during February-March 
1999. Dr.M.N.Murthy, Professor of Economics, IEG, is the Course Director for the 
Faculty Upgradation Programme. About 32 college and university teachers are 
expected to participate in the programme.  
For further information about the Faculty Upgradation Programme, please contact  
Dr. M.N. Murthy, Professor, Institute of Economic Growth, University Enclave, 
Delhi 110 007, Tel.: Off: 91-011-7257101, Fax: 91-011-7257410,  
Three foreign experts – Dr.Carter Brandon, World Bank, Dr.Anil Markandya, 
University of Bath, U.K. and Dr.David Simpson, Resources For the Future, USA 
have agreed to give lectures in the Faculty Upgradation Programme during 
February–March 1999 along with other Indian experts. 
Dr.Anil Markandya and Dr.David Simpson have also agreed to give lectures at 
IEG, IGIDR and MSE. 
For further information about the activities of the EECCC, please contact 
Dr.U.Sankar, Director, MSE 
  
Environmental Economics Training Committee for Practising Economists 
and Non-Economists (EETCPN) 
 
The Committee has prepared syllabi for different categories of trainees and 
evolved guidelines and procedures for conducting the training programme. It has 
identified 14 different institutions to conduct the training programmes. It is 
planned to organize 6 training programmes at Anand, Hyderabad, Calcutta, 
Bhopal, Delhi and Chennai, before March 31, 1999. The target groups for this 
year are officials of Government of India, officials of state governments 
particularly from Pollution Control Boards, voluntary organisations, and media 
persons. Each training programme would last for 5 days and will have about 24 
participants.  
A training manual is now under preparation by Dr.Gopal Kadekodi of Centre for 
Multi Disciplinary Research (CMDR), Dharwar.  
For further information please contact 
Dr. Kanchan Chopra, Professor, Institute of Economic Growth, University Enclave, 
Delhi 110 007, Tel.: 91-011-7257288, 91-011-7257365 Extn.250, Fax: 91-011-
7257410, E.mail: kc@ieg.ernet.in 
  
Environmental Economics Research Committee (EERC) 
 
The Committee has decided the procedures and guidelines for the award of 
research grants and identified priority areas for research support in 
environmental economics for 1998-99. It inserted advertisement in selected 
leading newspapers and Economic and Political Weekly. It has completed most of 
the work relating to preliminary screening and refereeing of the proposals. The 
research grants for the first set of projects will be released shortly.  
The Committee plans to conduct thematic workshops soon on selected themes to 
enable the researchers to prepare high quality reports. Advisory committees will 
be constituted to monitor the progress of research. 
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For further information please contact  
Dr. Jyoti Parikh, Senior Professor, Indira Gandhi Institute of Development 
Research, Gen. Vaidya Marg, Goregoan (E), Mumbai 400 065, Tel.: 91-022-
8400919, Fax: 91-022-8402752, 91-022-8402026, E.mail: jparikh@igidr.ac.in 
  
Environmental Economics Overseas Fellowship Committee (EEOFC) 
 
An announcement regarding selection of the fellows will be made through 
advertisement in leading newspapers, Economic and Political Weekly and UGC 
News in January 1999. 
 
Objective of the Fellowship 
 
To strengthen teaching and research capabilities in India in Environmental 
Economics through course work and independent research at overseas 
universities/institutions, and establishing collaborative research relationships with 
them. 
 
Scope 

i. Emphasis on applied, policy oriented research; 
ii. In addition to research work the candidates will be required to audit at 

least two courses (one course each semester). 
 

Eligibility 
i. Indian citizens resident in India; 
ii. Teachers and researchers who have completed Ph.D.; 
iii. Other things being equal preference will be given to candidates teaching in 

a university or college; 
iv. Preference will be given to candidates other than those fall in these 

categories: 
a. those who have obtained a Ph.D degree in environmental 

economics from overseas university; 
b. who have been abroad on a similar fellowship; 
c. who in the opinion of the committee have acquired adequate 

capacity in the area of environmental economics by attending 
courses, teaching, conducting research and working in this area. 

i. candidates must have application forwarded through parent 
institution/university; 

ii. age on the last date prescribed for receipt of completed application must 
be less than 40 years; 

iii. members of the expert group or members of the sub-committees, 
currently serving or have served, constituted under this programme are 
not eligible. 

 
For further information, please contact 
Dr.Rita Pandey, Fellow, National Institute of Public Finance and Policy, 18/2 
Satsang Vihar Marg, Special Institutional Area, New Delhi 110 067, Tel.: 696 
1829, 696 7935, Fax: 685 2548, E.mail: rita@nipfp.ernet.in 
 
Library Support 
 
Library support has been identified as one of the important components of the 
Environmental Management Capacity Building Programme. During the current 
year there is a budget provision of Rs.25 lakh towards library support to the core 
institutions. A sum of Rs.6.25 lakh has already been released to each of the Core 
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Institutions towards the purchase of books and journals in the field of 
Environmental Economics only. The Environmental Economics Programme 
envisages library support to the 13 identified interested institutions also. A sum 
of Rs.2.5 lakh each has already been released to the following interested 
institutions towards the library support. 
 

1. National Institute of Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi 
2. Administrative Staff College of India, Hyderabad 
3. Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bangalore 
4. Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, Pune 
5. Gujarat Institute of Development Studies, Ahmedabad 
6. Jadavpur University, Calcutta 
7. Giri Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow 
8. Gobind Ballabh Pant Social Science Institute, Allahabad 
9. Indian Institute of Forest Management, Bhopal 
10. Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 
11. Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi, Delhi 
12.  

Library grants to the remaining two institutions will be released before the end of 
this financial year. MSE has prepared a list of books and journals in the field of 
Environmental Economics and circulated it to all the interested institutions. 
 
Project Launch Meeting 
 
The project launch meeting was held on October 14, 1998 at MSE. Members of 
ECEE, members of four sub committees, representatives of the four core 
institutions, and ten interested institutions alongwith representatives of MoEF and 
the World Bank had attended the meeting. Shri Nirmal Andrews, Joint Secretary, 
MoEF, inaugurated the meeting and Dr.Carter Brandon gave the keynote address. 
The main objective of the meeting was to disseminate information about various 
activities under the programme and to invite suggestions for an effective 
implementation of the programme. A brochure on Environmental Economics 
Programme and a draft report of the Baseline Survey on the status of teaching 
and research in Environmental Economics in India were released at the meeting. 
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